
 

    

 
 

This summer TKC was busy taking part in community events that recognize reconciliation 
(above left) and organizing  the ʱʯth Anniversary Celebration of TKCôs Self-Government 
Agreement (above right).  Lots more coverage inside! 

Message from the Chief ééééééé.  ɦ Summer Camp ʱʯʱʱ éééé..éé.  ̫ 

Council Notes éééééééééééé.  ̡ ʱʯth Anniversary Celebration é... ʰʯ 

Bringing Housing Homeééééééé  r Welcome to the Team  ééééé.. ʰ  ɦ

Reconciliation Garden ééé..éééé  ɻ Record Fire Activity  ééééé.. ʰ  r

Summer Salmon éééééééééé...  ʁ Whitehorse Rapid Dam Project .. ʰ  ɹ

Ímb®/Summer Newsletter 
 Taôan Kwªchôªn Council Newsletter, Summer Quarter, ʱʯʱʱ 



 

 ɦ 

Message from Chief Leas 

This summer was a very energetic time for us at TKC 

as we welcomed a record number of summer 

students to our busy workplace. This year, a dozen 

high school and post-secondary students worked in 

all areas of the government, and it was a pleasure to 

be a part of their work experience. 

It was wonderful to be able to put COVID-19 in the 

background this summer as we were able to resume 

an active Summer Day Camp program and other 

outdoor events including a well-attended Culture 

Camp, and an informative and 

fun Lands & Resources 

barbecue. 

As a government, housing 

remained our top priority, and 

on July 4, Council passed a 

motion that supported the 

placement of nine mobile 

homes on TKC Settlement land 

in the Lake Laberge area. These 

homes will be an emergency 

measure to accommodate 

displaced Citizens and is a 

project we are very proud to be 

finally taking on for our 

Citizens. 

As many of you are aware, 

during the 2020 General 

Assembly, TKC Citizens passed a resolution 

declaring a state of emergency for housing and we 

have since acknowledged the lack of reasonably 

priced housing for Taôan Citizens to be our 

governmentôs top priority. We held a virtual meeting 

on July 27, to update everyone with our plans for the 

development of two new housing initiatives on Self-

Governing Lands within the City of Whitehorse. This 

is a major step and Iôm encouraged we are moving 

forward on this important issue. These new 

developments will create subdivisions in both Porter 

Creek and Whistle Bend. Thereôs a lot of work ahead, 

but I am confident that with all óhands on deckô we 

will succeed on all fronts and be able to achieve the 

goals we are setting out.  

My commitment to put housing first when I was 

elected remains my main priority.  Our Council is 

committed to putting óCitizens Firstô when it comes 

to planning, designing, building, and allocating these 

housing units.  

On September 8th, we were able to 

move forward with our 20th 

Anniversary Celebration of TKCôs 

Self-Government Agreement. Our 

special Celebration and Community 

Gathering that followed was a 

wonderful opportunity to finally 

recognize those who dedicated so 

much of their time and energy to our 

land claim.   

On September 12th at a byelection for 

Deputy Chief, Citizens elected 

Kristina Kane. Kristina brings many 

years of experience and I look 

forward to working with her in the 

days ahead.  

I am confident that with the strong voices we have 

on Council and the dedicated staff we have, we will 

overcome the many obstacles in the days ahead to 

ensure our community will thrive during these 

uncertain times.  

As fall and winter approaches, be safe and kind to 

each other.  

-Chief Amanda Leas 
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Victoria Holmes  

Clerk of the Council  

(867) 668-3613 ext. 210 

clerkofcouncil@taan.ca 

Council Notes 

Housing remains Councilôs top priority. Most 
Council meetings have been regarding housing with 
the goal of having citizens placed in homes. Site 
preparation has begun at the lake for the placement 
of nine mobile homes, and we have been working on 
site development and zoning requirements for Site C
-ʸB and C-ʰʵB for two new housing developments.  

The Council of Yukon First Nations had their 
General Assembly earlier this summer, which was 
attended by Chief Leas, Councillor Kristina Kane, 
and Elders Shirley Beattie and Barbara Hare, who 
provided representation on behalf of TKC. Topics 
included the opioid crisis, as well as the housing 
crisis. Council also sent representation to the 
Moosehide Gathering hosted in Dawson City; 
Councillor Roberta Auston and John Bunbury 
attended this event. The Canadian Government has 
increased funding for post-secondary students and 
Council worked to incorporate those into our annual 
budget to support our citizens attending post-
secondary institutions.  

Although summer has been busy, Council continues 
to make regularly scheduled Council meetings their 
priority. They continue to deal with business 
required to move TKC forward as a Nation. New 
policy development has also taken place with our 
Elected Oʢcial Disclosure Expense policy, which will 
increase transparency between citizens and the 
elected oʢcials of TKC.  

As COVID remains in our lives, Council continues to 
have meetings virtually to remain safe, and as we 
transition back to normalcy, Council is working 
towards moving to in-person meetings. Citizens have 
been attending Council meetings from time to time, 

remaining informed on current issues and 
business being dealt with at the Council level.  

TKC ýnished their summer oʡ with a 
Community Meeting & Celebration to celebrate 
ʱʯ years of self-government for TKC. The 
Community Meeting was well attended by both 
citizens and Councillors giving constructive 
feedback and support to both Council and the 
staʡ of TKC. The Celebration was a success, 
where many staʡ, citizens, and Councillors were 
able to build relationships and report to one 
another.  

  

Elders Council 

The Eldersô Council has had a busy summer with 
multiple meetings, lots of business, and lots of 
events. TKC sent Elders to Celebration in 
Juneau, Alaska, as well as Moosehide Gathering 
in Dawson City. Many Elders attended both 
events and were proudly sporting their TKC 
swag, as well as representing TKC in these 
spaces. The Elders that attended these events 
were pleased with the outcome and the support 
they received from the diʡerent communities. 
Elders Council is working towards hosting 
meetings with a virtual option to open up 
participation for more Elders to join. Elders 
Council also continues to advise Council using 
their knowledge and experience. Wills & Estates 
workshops continue to be one of Eldersô 
Councilôs goals. These workshops will most likely 
take place during the fall and winter seasons.  
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Above/left: Lori Grahamõs design work. 

Bringing Housing Home 

TKC is prioritizing aʡordable housing options for 
its Citizens, following the passing of a motion on 
July ʳth supporting the placement of nine mobile 
homes on TKC Settlement Land. At a virtual 
meeting held July ʱʶ, Citizens were updated on the 
plans, which will see the homes being used as an 
emergency housing measure to accommodate 
displaced Citizens.  The location (as shown above) 
will be at the TKC Village, just past Lot ʰʱʯ, 
adjacent to the power line road.  These homes are 
being put in place as a temporary solution and not 
meant as a permanent housing placement.  

This housing initiative is one of three developments 
TKC is currently undertaking to ensure Citizens 
have access to safe, aʡordable housing. Other 
developments TKC is busy undertaking include the 
development of single-family housing lots along 
Birch Road in Porter Creek and a development of 
townhouse units in Whistle Bend. (More 
information about these developments is available 
at www.taan.ca)  

Along with site preparations, plans and permits, 
TKC is now ýnalizing policies that will guide the 
allocation process for these new developments. This 
will include creating a housing database and 
registry system. These projects will also provide job 
and training opportunities for TKC Citizens. 

Citizens should watch our website for more 
information. Contact Matthew Dickson, TKC 
Housing Manager at (ʷʵʶ) ʵʵʷ-ʲʵʰʲ ext. ʴʯʰ for 
more details. 

 

Matthew Dickson  

Housing Manager 

(867) 668-3613 ext. 501 

housingmanager@taan.ca 

 

http://www.taan.ca
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TKC Post-Secondary 
students were sent a 
special care package 
this summer. Being 
away from home, 
especially in times 

where a rising cost of 
living is tough on 
everyone, the 

packages were a big 
hit. Here Barb 

Crawford, TKCôs 
Education and 

Training Support 
Worker and Lori 
Graham, Acting 

Education Support 
Worker prepare 

dozens of packages.  

TKC gives a big thank you to our youth who helped make the Summer Student Employment 
Program a huge success this year!  From left: Kashtyn Leas (Administration), Albert Peters 
(Housing) Belit Peters and Brooklyn Massie (Lands & Resources), Chief Leas, Adrianna Smith and 
Sydney Peters, (Development) Jessica Bryant (Development Manager) Janeva Pope 
(Administration) and Teya Seguin (Development). Missing from this photo is Madison Sutherland 
(Administration) and Nataley Anderson (Development). 
 
 TKC wishes you all the best for your school year ahead and we hope to see you all next year!  
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Chief Amanda Leas spoke on August ʷ at a 
special dedication of the Reconciliation Garden 
in front of the Whitehorse Detachment, RCMP 
Headquarters. 

Each year, TKC joins Kwanlin D¿n First Nation 
to plant the heart-shaped garden which serves as 
a testament to the unique approach to 
reconciliation that exists in Yukon. Taôan 
Councillor Diane Graham, Wellness Coordinator 
Charlene Burns, Heritage Coordinator Debbie 
Burns and Education Support Worker Lori 
Graham helped plant this yearôs garden. TKC 
students Sydney Miller and Adrianna Smith also 
helped with the planting. 

This year, orange marigolds were added, in 
recognition of the many truth and reconciliation 
initiatives that continue in Yukon and across 
Canada.  

 

Rotary International 
Tours Yukon  

On June ʱʱ, TKC Elder Debbie Burns accompanied Chief 
Amanda Leas at Taylor House (Oʢce of the Commissioner of 
Yukon) to help plant a special reconciliation garden in 
commemoration of the Queenôs Jubilee to celebrate ʶʯ years of 
Queen Elizabethôs reign. Chief Leas spoke at the event which 
included special guest Jennifer Jones (here with Chief Leas) 
who is the ýrst female president in the history of Rotary 
International. 

Rotary International is a humanitarian service organization 
which brings together business and professional leaders in 
order to provide community service, promote integrity, and 
advance goodwill, peace, and understanding in the world.  
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 Summer Salmon  
TKC Summer Student Madison Sutherland caught up with Citizens 
during the annual Taku River Salmon pick-up on July ʷ. Each Citizen 
was able to get one fresh sockeye Salmon harvested from the Taku River 
area.  

What are you going to do 
with you salmon? 

Christina Peters: ñI am going to chop them up in chunks and cook 
them.ò  

Charlotte Kane: ñIôm going to ýllet it, skin it and eat it.ò  
Tiʡany Ekert-Maret: ñWeôre going to smoke it and eat it.ò  

Jenna Duncan: ñWeôre going to can them.ò  
John Lavallee: ñSteaks.ò 

Corey Pope: ñIôm going to make it into candied salmon. It will last 
longer.ò 

Charlene Burns: ñWeôre going to Fish Camp and weôre going to dry 
some and make candied salmon.ò 

Benji Clethero: ñGoing down to the lake to smoke it.ò 
Chris Sawyer: Weôre going to barbecue it or put it on a ýre.ò 


